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Foreword

Tibet: Behind The Chinese Bamboo Curtain documents and illustrates the various inhuman methods the Chinese
Communists used between 1949 and 1979 in Tibet to arrest, torture, execute thousands upon thousands of Tibetans.
The author primarily chronicles the harrowing incidents he personally witnessed and those told to him by his fellow
Tibetan inmates while imprisoned. Through their stories, the author challenges the Chinese government to respond
to the atrocities it committed in Tibet.

Dhingri Ngawang, the author of this book, is in his eighties now. At the age of ten he was recruited into the Tibetan
army Cha-Dhang Dhingri Regiment of the Government of Tibet (Gaden Phodrang). He was arrested on March 12,
1959 and imprisoned for 21 years. Whilst incarcerated, with like-minded prisoners, he set up a secret organization
which devised political campaigns during the infamous Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). After arriving in India in
1980 he wrote his autobiography, Son of Mount Everest.

The author cautions future generations against Chinese propaganda which he warns is based on deceit and falsehoods.
He urges young Tibetans to study the accounts of political prisoners to better understand the mistreatment and
oppression suffered by the Tibetan people.

This book is especially useful in understanding the darkest era in recent Tibetan history when Tibet was screened off
from the wotld by the impenetrable Chinese Bamboo Curtain.

Tashi Phuntsok

SECRETARY

30 March 2014
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Preface

This book of mine contains five sections. The first section is on Tibet’s history; the second is on the massacres behind
the so-called “Peaceful Liberation”; the third is on Tibet's environment; the fourth is on the issue of feudal serf system
and the fifth is on the question whether the Communist Party of China had indeed brought happiness to the lives of
the Tibetan people.

My reason for writing these sections is to reveal the Chinese Communist regime’s sweet words and hollow promises to
the Tibetan people. Today, it continues to proclaim vociferously to the outside world, the alleged cruelty of the feudal
serf system in old Tibet. It is in answer to these claims that I have penned down my personal recollections.

Speaking generally, the Tibet Autonomous Region alone under Chinese occupation has more than one hundred
prisons. But it is impossible for me to know what has taken place in all of them. What I have recorded here are accounts
of what I personally witnessed before 1980 — they are therefore the only incidents that I can help to prove.

It is my sincere hope that this book will be of some use to the international community, including Chinese people, to
understand the period under discussion (1949-1979). There are many sad stories of large number of Tibetan people
having starved to death - unprecedented in our history - after the Chinese occupation of Tibet.

I believe that if we do not bring out more publications presenting our own perspective, the distorted accounts of
historical events as told by Communist China will be considered as truth by future generations. Therefore, I request

members of the older generation to write their accounts of experiences while they are living.

Finally, I urge the younger generation to be aware of our fine culture and ensure that it is not lost. As an aged man, I

am making this appeal with folded hands.

DHINGRI NGAWANG

A former political prisoner
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A Brief History of Tibet

The region of Tibet, in the beginning, was ruled successively by twelve power-wielders including Nojin Nakpo, twelve
petty and forty scattered kingdoms. Thereafter, in the year 127 BC, King Nyatri Tsenpo came to rule over a unified
Tibetan kingdom. Since then, Tibet was ruled by a succession of forty-two kings of the Tsenpo dynasty. Buddhism was
founded during the reign of the twenty-eighth Tsenpo ruler, Lha Thothori Nyentsen. At the time of the thirty-third
king, Songtsen Gampo, sixteen bright children of his ministers were dispatched to India to be educated. One of them,
Thonmi Sambhota, after successfully completing his studies, returned to Tibet and developed the Tibetan script. For
four years the king stayed within his palace to acquire a thorough knowledge of the Tibetan writing system. Thereafter,
he called an assembly of all his ministers and established a religious and secular legal system for the country.

During King Trisong Detsen’s reign, Minister Ba Selnang was dispatched to Nepal and India to invite the great
Indian scholar, Santarakshita, and the tantric master Guru Padmasambhava to Tibet. In the Wood-Dragon Year,
corresponding to the Gregorian calendar year AD 764, he founded the Eternal, Spontaneously-Built Temple at Samye.
Santarakshita, the Great Scholar, ordained six Tibetans, thereby establishing for the first time in Tibet an order of
Buddhist monks. The translators and the scholars of the country thereafter translated numerous religious sutra and
tantra Sanskrit texts from India among a scholarly milieu of large-scale religious activities.

During the later reign of Ngadag Tri Ralpachen, eminent Indian scholars such as Shilendra Bodhi, Danashila, and Jina
Mitra were invited to Tibet. Working with Tibetan translators Kawa Peltseg, Chogro Lu'i Gyaltsen, Bande Yeshe-de
and others, they carried out revisions of the religious texts that had already been translated by earlier generations and
established a reformed, simplified Tibetan system for the benefit of future translation. A dictionary titled “Byed-brag
rtog byed chen-mo” was composed to deal with inadequate words in the Tibetan language.

From the reign of King Songtsen Gampo in the seventh century to that of King Tri Ralpachen two centuries later,
Tibet reached the pinnacle of its glory in every sphere: be it religious, governance, the economy and military might.
Neighboring regions of China were repeatedly overwhelmed by the mighty Tibetan army.

After the Tibetan empire disintegrated, the country came to be ruled successively by the Sakyapa, Phagdru, Rinpung,
Depa Tsangpa, and a succession of Dalai Lamas until the reign of the Great Fifth Dalai Lama who assumed political
authority over the Gaden Phodrang Tibetan government. Undisputedly, Tibet was a fully independent country till
1959. A detailed authentic history of the great nation of Tibet is recorded in numerous history books.



F— MWBR

PRI LA+ AR . AN L PO EEESR L. ATTITI2THE,
AL PR RS R SR, SESE T DA A R S R R TR H
I S 280 B A NP, 5 = = AR AR T A YRAE /N LU I AR B o B 5 5
A AT >SS P B PR QDR T PO, AT AT Y AT R OO, JE
RERK AT 1T T Pt gt

FET EARAATERR I ], O B VIS T R A . JFIRIE K B B 21 B AT 2 i 7R 3
TR Y B ABEAC R L R0, T 764440 7 S U5y, K H I LI T an @78 a4l
SRS oG E K (P SO Y 973 Sl w0 g M (P 4 A2

2 ZATT SCRFAR 22 38 SC A Sl 38 20 SR 18 P30 SCAAS Db i SN S o B = 2R R4 B2 0 I B0 A
B EERETR T Bl L 22 20 A IEE ENE A Y Bz« FLIRKFLAE . I A4 4R Ui e Bu (1 4L AN
WAE AR, LML RS DU A Z BT RE P PR AT T RO BT, JER R SR PR 2 it
T T HE T g T (B X&)

MARETA 275 P D I VR AE M 8. BOG . ZEF DL PR & 5 AL ) 1 T o % 24 i
AR LR B — RO IR AT 0 BT o o PR I 2 5, B, ATy A
ik EEL 2 £, 380 25 T TH o AR L g B P SO A0 AT 4 19494 P i — L AN A ) 2
FETC AL . SR Y g SRS A AT AR AR AL



n@w&q a'ﬁla'ﬁl%RN'Qﬁ‘ll'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ&%ﬂ'@'ﬁ&’(’ﬂ]ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ]

I gere AxAANAFg AR QNP quxad 1 Ay R GRAFIN AN INIRRFINDT FFAH A Hx /-
BN PR AR AR A ZAN AR @'@'%qw&éqm] A g s BN RSN UK GV R T IR FNANR B RF BRI G Y
2E NI AR| INEBARRFR AN AR § RVRSR A FR AP SVAR AN AT FAFN R RG] F I NIV
2x) R F AR AR wn e Ay AR A FAR T TN AR IR QAN R gNaaR| s8R s A Hr Yy g i g
{7 7aR ey AZa IV EY| A arfaR a8ry Aaranr Al QN AR GV ER AN QAN B SN R AFarRay
N ATV AR Y BNVANIR RAR AZA WA AN RFR & AGF AEH]| ﬁfi'aa'qﬁﬁ'ﬁmgx@?n&r&'@w
R Sq'ﬁﬂN'N'Q%Eﬁ'ﬁN'QG’ﬁ'ﬁ:}l:ﬁN'é’i’ﬂgﬂ'KQ'ﬁ('i&'ﬁ?ﬂﬁt’ﬁﬂ

g YRR AR qu’aﬁcxmqm'ﬁqm‘ﬁq'q&ﬂ'g'qg‘a’&@@:"ﬁqaﬁq'ﬁq]

REFE PRSI F YRR g RIS YT R GIHR] FYRF A RFR| JRRAd) S5
U] FYRT Fuasnd saad Fy afanaf Ya Sa Ay w g Asa) R Ga IR g A qA N AR AN AEG
ABFAFNAR| YU IRV ARNYIN| VR AR AN RIN IR AR AFNGFR]| RV GRARqarmdapmasaEags
AR AT YR AN RYIF A GV IR FRAXIRGR FNIZFA NG IFR LR A5 F7 A FawQgay2as=3q Py &
sede FREARAYFARN S FR AR IR AR §AR Y AN 7 Ry YA A Fay oA Raa n A FamgrAsna
B FRAR TR Fr g g AR AR T e qigagrdy| R85 S quE YR Aa A A wgaaF nfngy



FRANNYRAFN Y ER RN INF AR A AR @ TR I AR AN g AKX 7| 5K 3] FRaswaga5 5
q@q’ir&n@q«mﬁ:%q

I geqe ARENYYG T HRWE INAR G RN AN HR A BN T A7 AR FNRA| VA7 R RAnF aNg A
g EA R Iy e Y vgaaR g RaR N Ea g FavEA B Yo A Ty A agarag NI Y gR
F iy 3R ey § R a3av afu IR Al REN 3R g dnay /g {a Ry



Massive Killing After the So-called Peaceful Liberation

In 1920, the Communist Chinese labeling themselves Marxist-Leninist revolutionaries-waged war with the
Kuomintang government resulting in the loss of millions of lives. However, victory was elusive. Later, the revolution
suffered near imminent defeat following the failed strategies of Wang Ming, Chen Du Xiu and Li Seng according to
accounts recorded in their book. With the launch of the Long March, the communists’ engagement in war lessened as
they distributed propaganda and leaflets across the nation describing the revolution as faultless.

Communist forces eventually seized political authority from the Kuomintang government, and shortly after widely
publicized their peaceful liberation of Tibet. But in reality, they carried out waves of ruthless activities against the
Tibetan people, violating their basic freedoms. After the “liberation’, a number of forced reforms were implemented
without concern for the Tibetan people. Thousands of People’s Liberation Army (PLA) soldiers equipped with modern
weapons were dispatched to fight against an ill-equipped Tibetan army, killing approximately five hundred Tibetan
troops including Regiment Commander Bokhang and monastic proctor Dongra.

Modern weapons had taken the lives of more than two thousand Tibetan soldiers in the battlefield. They were part of
a force of four thousand which was a combination of Ta Tibetan army, Sho-ta Lha-sum, Zim-chung, Ga-dang Shi-tse,
Nga-dang Gyaltse, six and seven battalion, etc. They were stationed at the bank of river Drichu’s Kam-thok and Den-
khok. The Seventeen Point Agreement, signed under duress of the Chinese government, guaranteed the retention of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s authority, Tibetan people’s way of life, religious freedom, and provided special right
for national minorities. However, after the establishment of so-called Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous
Region of Tibet, the provisions contained in the agreement were violated by Communist China as they did not adhere
or respect contents of the agreement. This compelled Tibetan people to rise up against the communist rule in 1959.
A large number of Tibetan protesters were killed by military force with the use of cannons and guns of varying sizes.
For instance, Lhakpa Tsering, a bodyguard of His Holiness the Dalai Lama told me the PLA had shelled cannons
and bombs on Dip-Tse Chokling and Palding monasteries like a heavy downpour when suppressing the city of Lhasa.
Approximately, fifteen thousand Tibetans were killed as a result. For seven days the dead bodies were buried, together
with the bodies of horses, chickens, and dogs.

After 1959, Song, a two starred PLA officer had announced that seventy thousand Tibetans were massacred in the
battlefield, and more than a hundred thousand had fled to foreign countries. In a comprehensive report published
by the Department of Information and International Relations, Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), the total
number of Tibetans who died in three provinces of Tibet under suppression of the Chinese government is recorded at
approximately 1.2 million. This is the real background story of the so-called peaceful liberation.
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Irreparable Destruction of Tibet’s Environment

On 1 October 1949, the Communist Chinese proclaimed the liberation of the entire population of China and the
founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). At the same time it announced that Taiwan and Tibet would be
liberated. Shortly after, several armed attacks were launched against Tibet. After the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
crossed the Drichu River, General Wang Qiming led a force of about forty thousand troops of the PLA in an attack
against the Tibetan army. The Tibetan army was too inadequate to face the enemy and so retreated to a place called
Kyurshung. And while camped there, the Chinese launched a surprise attack in a night raid. Many Tibetan soldiers
and civilians lost their lives in that tragic incident.

In October 1950, the capital of Kham province, Chamdo surrendered to the Chinese invaders. Following a series of
developments after that, in 1951 Tibet was forced to sign the Seventeen-Point Agreement. Thereafter, one battalion of
the Chinese army marched onward to Tibet by the main routes while another battalion marched through a northern
detour. I was at Nagchukha when both the units reached Chamdo in one day.

The Rupons, Gyapons and other officers of our army camp were invited to a banquet at the PLA camp. For the lower
ranks, a show was staged with the dialogue in the Khampa dialect. At the end of the banquet, a PLA oflicer gave a
lecture, claiming that Tibet was backward and they had come to help us achieve progress. He added that once a totally
satisfactory level of progress was achieved, they would return to China.

However, all this was empty talk. The all-too-evident brutal intention was that the Chinese were planning a violent
subjugation of Tibet. Everywhere over the surrounding hills the Chinese had deployed armed soldiers. And everywhere
in the plains below they had set up heavy weaponry, including artillery.

From that time on, while paying only lip service to progress at all times, they carried out the destruction of neatly six
thousand religious institutions which were monastic centres of learning. Through oppression and violent repression,
unendurable harm was brought not only on the Tibetan people, but also on every animal kept in their herds, on the
birds in the sky, as well as on the wildlife: this was a total violation of all international legal norms. This brought an
historically unprecedented destruction to the environment of Tibet.

Hooks, nets, and explosives were used to kill fish and other creatures inhabiting Tibet’s waters. Snares and guns were
used to trap or shoot all types of birds, except crows. As a result, a phenomenon occurred in which the birds took
immediate flight at the very sight of a Chinese person while they did not show much fear when seeing a Tibetan. As
a result, the Chinese took to wearing Tibetan dress while going out to kill birds. Today, only few bird species remain
even in the village areas of Tibet.
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The nine types of larger wild animals of Tibet — namely the wild ox, marmot, rabbit, wild ass (Kyiang), deer, Tibetan
gazelle, Tibetan antelope, blue sheep, wild yak (drong ), and argali — were killed so relentlessly by the Chinese that they
have now become a rare sight in Tibet. For example, in the mountains and plains of Dhingri, and on the vast plains of
Purang, there used to be large herds of these types of wild animals. However, the Chinese used vehicle-borne machine
guns to slaughter them all, with the result that very few survive. At a place called Llama in Toe Phadrug, there used to
be an abundance of blue sheep. But the Chinese massacred them all, firing at them from all sides and thereby painting
the place red with their blood. I was an eye-witness to these two episodes and can vouch for them beyond any shadow
of doubt. As regards the question of how much wildlife must also have been exterminated in similar style in other parts
of Tibet, there is only room for speculation.

Plant Life: The southern parts of Tibet, as well as the eastern Dokham regions, were once thickly-forested. In 1960,
China began cutting down all the trees on these landscapes. For example, prisoners held in Kongpo's Powo area had to
cut down trees and load them to the brim of about a hundred large lorries each day. At least sixty of these vehicles were
transported to China every day. This was personally witnessed by me.

Each day prisoners were coerced to cut down one square metre of timber. As a result, most of Tibet’s forests have been
almost decimated. When giving orders, the forestry department of the Chinese government was supposed to be bound
by regulation to allow only one out of three trees to be felled. However, in practice, permission kept on being given to a
second, a third, and so on, over the same forest area, with the result that finally only one tree could be seen standing, In
the Powo Kanam area, there was a tree so enormous that it was probably more than five hundred years old: even when
a group of people sat under it, no one got wet from the rain. We were even forced to cut down that tree.

Mineral Resources: Tibet was richly endowed with numerous kinds of mineral resources, including gold, silver,
coppet, iron, lead, and borax. However, independent Tibet customarily refrained from mining, fearing that this may
diminish the fertility of the land. In addition, in order to ensure that the soil of Tibet did not lose fertility, the Tibetan
government used to bury sacred vases to bring fertility and good fortune in districts and estates across the country. In
this way, environmental protection was ensured.

But since Communist China’s annexation, minerals were dug up and mined in every part of Tibet. This has resulted in
severe harm to the environment. The Tibetan people could not endure it anymore, and resistance to the exploitation of
Tibet’s environment continues to occur these days.
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Which is the Real Feudal Serfdom System?

Names of Successive Dalai Lamas Place of Birth
Gedun Drup Shabtod (U-Tsang)
Gedun Gyatso Tanak (U-Tsang)
Sonam Gyatso Tolung(U-Tsang)
Yonten Gyatso Mongolia
Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso Chingwar Taketse (U-Tsang)
Tsangyang Gyatso Mon Tawang, India
Kalsang Gyatso Lithang(Kham)
Jamphel Gyatso Thobgyal(U-Tsang)
Lungtok Gyatso Dan Chokhor (Kham)
Tsultrim Gyatso Lithang(Kham)
Khedrup Gyatso Gathar(Kham)
Trinley Gyatso Lhoka(U-Tsang)
Thubten Gyatso Dagpo Langdun(U-Tsang)
Tenzin Gyatso Taktser (Amdo)

China claims that Tibet’s traditional system of combining religion and politics is a feudal serf system. But this is
not borne out by the facts. All the Dalai Lamas of Tibet, up to the current fourteenth, were born in ordinary village
families. None of them were hereditary successors. They were all born in different regions of Tibet, not in only one
particular family.
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Lineages of tantric practitioners carried on their traditions only as a religious custom, rather than as inheritors of
political power. For example, in the case of the Ganden Throne Holder, the Ganden Tripa, head of the Gelugpa
tradition, if one had the educational accomplishment, even the son of a humble family could succeed to it. As the old
Tibetan saying goes, “If one is man enough to have attained the educational qualification, well, the Ganden Throne is
not anyone’s personal property.” Indeed, the Ganden Throne Holders thus far have all been born in humble families
and went on to distinguish themselves by attaining exceptional mastery over the religious texts and their significance.

In the case of the Tibetan bureaucracy, it consisted of both ecclesiastical and lay officials. The lay officials were given
posts on the basis of their personal capabilities and in accordance with the accomplishment of their ancestors. The
ecclesiastical officials were selected from a pool of educationally qualified youngsters - who could be from any class of
family - after passing a series of examinations. If the lay officials above are to be considered feudal, well, so also should
all the officials in all the offices under Communist - ruled China be labeled.

The fundamental laws governing the Tibetan nation were the Code of Ten Virtuous Deeds and Sixteen Virtuous
Ethical Principles established during the reigns of three Three Great Buddhist Kings of Tibet, as well as the subsequent
Thirteen Codes of Law. Comparing these with the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), one finds
a heaven-versus-earth sort of difference. There are so many true accounts about tens of thousands of totally innocent
people having been executed under the Communist Chinese Constitution.

The Ganden Phodrang Government of Tibet had a constitution with thirteen articles and it was called the Thirteen
Codes of Law. Although such a law existed with the aim to prevent thieves, robbers, murderers, and the like from
running loose, in society and thereby harming stability, the punishment usually consisted of lashing and binding
with rope. The criminals were not commonly jailed. It was only in cases of particularly serious criminal offences that
punishments such as jailing, iron shackling of legs to the wall, iron cuffs and plank-collaring were carried out. These
punishments were not meted out on randomly accused persons, but only on provably heinous criminals.

Routinely, Communist China gives a six-month sentence guan shu and for more serious crimes, sentences g0 up to two
or three years. In my case, I was detained for six years without any court or trial judgment. This I mention just as an
example. There are many such political prisoners.

Tibet was a vast nation and naturally it had its legal system. This didn't entail all instruments of exploitation from the

era of the Three Great Buddhist Kings of Tibet, as claimed by the PRC. Rather, the law was an important means by

which order and happiness was sought to be maintained in the country.
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In Tibet, jails had been built where there were government- appointed governors. The more well-known of these
were the Lhasa Zhol Lekhung and Nangtse Sha. It used to be rumored that heinous criminals there were jailed with
their hands bagged in stitched animal hides. But this claim was only gossip. At the time of the enthronement of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, all the prisoners across Tibet, irrespective of the gravity of their crimes - including those at
Zhol Lekhung and Nangtse Sha in Lhasa - were released on amnesty. Poor people who had failed to repay their loans
had all their debts written off.

Whatever may be the business or other occupations pursued by Tibetans across the entire territory of Tibet and
in foreign countries, so long as one was not in violation of any law, one only payed a nominal amount of land rent.
There were absolutely no other problems or taxes. Nevertheless, the PRC makes claims that the government of Tibet
had immersed the ordinary citizens of Tibet in a sea of bitterness by subjugation, exploitation, and imposition of
unendurable taxes and corvee labour. This is the argument and justification for their annexation used by the PRC in
order to deceive the new generation of Tibetans.

Before the Chinese invasion, the people of Tibet enjoyed a high level of physical well-being and mental happiness. Not
only that, the government system was in accordance with the Buddhist teachings so that under it even the well-being
of the animals was assured. For example, the Tibetan government had issued a decree mandating that sheep meant for
export from Tibet, to be slaughtered at a place called Manying in Nepal, should not be sold unless the animal was a
fully-grown adult with all its teeth developed. And during the sheep trade fair, the government especially appointed an
official called Tshasho to ensure that this decree was faithfully implemented.

The government decree also stated that in the case of birds, harming them even to the point of leaving them with a
bleeding beak was forbidden. At Tsibri and Dza Rongpo in Dhingri, there used to be herds of about five hundred blue
sheep. And on the Lhasa Bomari Hill there used to be more than one thousand domestic fowls which had been saved
saved from slaughter and freed and fed as meritorious religious acts. The blue sheep led a tranquil existence at these
two sacred places, grazing and feeding on the salty earth in the vicinity of the caves of hermits. The Bomari Hill fowls
likewise, lived life enjoying the feed brought by devotees who had saved them from the slaughterhouse. And, on the
islet on Yamdrok Yutso, and in the middle of the Nagchu Khorchen Lake, birds such as white and yellow ducks, cranes,
and other species of water birds used to lay countless eggs. The Tibetan government appointed watchmen to ensure
their protection until the young birds were hatched.

When I lived at Serkha in the Gonjo area of Kham for about eight years, on the hillside facing Naglha Gon there were
abundant wild animals such as blue sheep, musk deer, and so on and wild tigers. On one occasion, monks of Naglha
Gon complained to my Cha-Dang Dhingri Regiment that two of its soldiers, Gholung Norgye and Yuril, had been
secretly hunting wild animals. The regiment put these soldiers under arrest and whipped them with leather lashes.
Punishment was thus meted out on those who took hapless wild lives through merciless acts.
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The main produce of Tibet used to come from two sources: agriculture and animal husbandry. The farmers grew food
grains such as wheat, barley and peas, as well as mustard, lentils, besides radish, turnip, and so on. Land was ploughed
with the use of dzos, yaks, or oxen.

Food grains grown by farmers were more than enough to meet their yeatly subsistence needs. What is more, they also
had extra reserves to trade with nomads for meat, butter, wool and the hair and hides of other animal species, salt and
baking soda, and so on. The wool and animal hair was used to weave cloth.

Woolen clothes were worn during summer, while in winter animal skins were used both for clothing and bedding.
Apart from being used for making pyjama shirts by a few people, foreign-made cloth was commonly used in Tibet.
Both the nomadic and farming folk in Tibet fulfilled their needs for food and clothing by relying entirely on their
own skills and labour. In that state of affairs, seen as self-sustenance, there had been no case in the country’s history of
anyone dying from starvation.

In their ‘political education’ campaigns, Communist Chinese claim that those kept as servants by the rich farmers
and aristocratic families were slaves. They claim these “slaves” had no freedom over their bodies but were treated like
animals and endured hard labour day and night; that the fruits of their labour were enjoyed exclusively by the people
in the upper strata of society while the “slaves” did not get even a grain of batley. Such, they say, was the state of
deprivation of the “slaving” Tibetan masses.

I am an elederly Tibetan who pursued various means of livelihood in independent Tibet. So, if I do not pass on to the
younger generation what truths I know about the situation during that time, there is a danger that the lies repeated
year after year by the Communist Chinese may be believed as true by the younger generation since they have not
experienced the way of life during that period.

In the case of farmers, there was an obligation to pay tax to the government in accordance with the size of their
hereditary holdings of house and land. This was in accordance with practices which had prevailed in any other part of
the world. In the case of the servants of private estate holders, it was not the case that they had no rights and received
no wages. The servants generally had their own landholding, given by their masters, and harvests from it belonged
entirely to themselves. Servants who had no landholding received wages from their masters. Some of the servants
herding sheep for their masters had their own flocks numbering as high as five hundred sheep.

There is an old Tibetan proverb which says, “concealing a pot filled with one’s own shortcomings, one holds high a
ladle of others’ shortcomings for everyone to see”. So it was that the Chinese officials, using the euphemism of “tong-
xiao-yan’, routinely kept around three servants for themselves. And for twenty years from 1960, the Chinese imposed
unbearable tax burdens on Tibetan farmers under various sweet-sounding names; firstly, Patriotic Grain Contribution;
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secondly, War Preparation Grain Contribution; thirdly, Contribution for Pre-empting Famine, and, fourthly, Sale of
Surplus Grain. Farmers who could not pay the taxes under any of these categories of “contributions” were implicated
in false political cases and fell under the dark cloud of persecution, suffering endless violent interrogations. Their tears
of sorrow have soaked the vast expanse of the Tibetan landscape.

Tibetans who park their private motor vehicles on the roadside even for a brief moment are invariably forced to pay
a fine of 25 yuan without any room for explanation. Tibetan traders are forced to pay business taxes, land taxes,
sanitation taxes, and inspection taxes.

Tibetan prisoners are not allowed to return home even after completing their jail terms; rather, they are kept back
for the rest of their lives, to undergo continued hard, menial labour. Thus, what is written in their laws, what they say
about being humanitarian, so on, is totally violated in practice. When one thinks about such harsh practices of the
Chinese government, even in the modern world of today, the real practitioner of the feudal serf system turns out to be
the Chinese government itself.

Although Communist Chinese supposedly paid wages to prisoners kept back as ‘transferred workers' in Transferred
Labourers’ Units, the amounts were in grades of only 24—41 yuan per month, without any additional amount. And
if such a worker is sent to work at another office, a charge is imposed of five yuan per person per day. All Tibetan
prisoners kept in jails of the PRC are invariably subjected to such exploitation and repression.

Communist Chinese describe the traditional Tibetan government and its society as extremely dark, extremely cruel,
and extremely savage. As such, they have photographed instruments supposedly used by its courts and people with
resulting physical deformities. They then use them to fabricate numerous stories explaining how the tools had been
used to deprive the innocent, ordinary citizens of their lives or to cut off their limbs. They display these photos and
explanations in museums to deceive and mislead both people from outside and within the country.

And so the question bears asking: Have the Communist Chinese, during the period of more than 50 years they have

ruled over Tibet, treated the Tibetan people with love and compassion? As regards this question, I have accounts to
narrate about what really happened in Tibet over that period with convincing proofs to back them.
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Inhuman Torture Committed by the Government of

Communist China (1949-1979)

Generally, in any legal system, whoever the party before a court may be, there is the guarantee of equality before the
law. On that basis a person is tried, the evidence tested to separate truth from falsehood, and a decision arrived at
thereon. In particular, it is a well-established principle of judicial practice that a person cannot be tried and punished
for the same offence more than once. Nevertheless, prisoners who live under Chinese subjugation are denied any right
to a fair legal trial. Worse, though innocent of any criminal wrongdoing, they are falsely accused of having committed
a multitude of criminal offences and tortured with a view to coerce them to confess their alleged guilt.
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In 1949, the Chinese army
entered Jue in the Kham region
of Tibet and carried out a series
of oppressions. Finally the PLA
led by their commanders Zhang
Yuan, Li Junzhan and others,
seized 16 of the most heroic
Tibetans, including A-ngag, and
locked them in wooden frames.
They were nailed by their hands
and feet to the wooden frames.
And they were then set on fire
both from the front and back
and killed. The sheer terror
of Chinese cruelty drove 68
Tibetans, who could not bear to
live with the very thought of it,
to jump into a river and commit

suicide.
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In 1949, the Chinese took into
custody around 300 lamas,
geshes, and prominent lay
Tibetan leaders in Chonye area
of Amdo. A section of them
were paraded through the streets
with cans of kerosene tied to
their necks. Thereafter they were

killed by being set on fire.
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The people could not endure the
Chinese oppression anymore
and, as a result, staged a
rebellion in 1957 in the Ngaba
area of Amdo. Following that
development, Chinese soildiers
seized local residents named
Lhundrub and his son Yutag,
accusing them of being the
ringleaders of the rebellion.
After torturing them, both the
father and son were buried
neck-deep underground. Iron
bars were used to greatly
tighten the ground around them
by hammering in rocks and
ramming down added soil to
such an extent that their entrails,
including lungs and livers,
spurted out of their mouths
while their eyeballs also popped
out. Such was the cruelty with
which they were killed and the

masses were forced to watch it.
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Tamdin Tsering, the leader of
the Cha-Dhang Regiment of the
Tibetan army, was an unrivalled
hero who had in the 1940s
assumed command and fought
many battles in the border
between China and Tibet. But
under the deception of the so-
called 17-Point Agreement, the
Cha-Dhang Dhingri Regiment
was camped at Rasum. At
the time, the Chinese officers
routinely presented a show of
being courteous and brotherly
toward Gyapon Tamdin Tsering.
Then at 9 pm on 12 March
1959, a Chinese officer called
out “Gyapon Tamdin Tsering”
in a routine sort of manner. Not
suspecting anything, the Gyapon
came out, only to be sprayed with
bullets fired from all directions.
The heroic Gyapon could only
utter “Akha!” (Alas!). His body
was so riddled with bullets that
it resembled a tea strainer.
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On 12 March 1959, Dingpon
Tsawa and his son, Zhel-
ngo Tsering Pasang, myself
(Ngawang) and others from
Cha-Dhang Dhingri Regiment
of the Tibetan army were
arrested without any charges
whatsoever from our homes.
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On 12 March 1959, Amdo Alag,
who was running a shop from a
rented house at Upper Tithang
in Latoe Dhingri, his wife and
younger brother Loga, were
showered with bullets from all
sides to such an extent that their
bodies were reduced to tatters.
Even their pet dog, by origin
from Kongpo, was not spared
from the brutal spree of killings.
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In 1959, PLA soldiers forcibly
entered Lhoka Kotsa's home and
arrested him. And they took up
residence at his home. When
his son tried to stop them from
raping his sister they shot him

dead.
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In 1959, Communist Chinese
accused long-serving Tibetan
government official Rasa Gyagen
of being involved in the uprising
rebellion and so they brought
him to a mass meeting of
citizens living in eastern Lhasa
with his hands tied behind. He
was forced to keep standing
in a bowed down posture
throughout the meeting. Being
old he could not stand thus for
long and kept collapsing to the
ground. But each time he did
so, they treated him with great
violence, such as by stomping on
him, beating him, and subjecting
him to struggle sessions so that
one of his eyes got damaged.
He finally lost consciousness
as he kept bleeding, so that he
was taken to hospital. But when
he was suflienciently recovered
they repeated the violent
struggle sessions (form of public
humiliation used by China
in Maos era to shape public
opinion) on him.
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In 1959, a large river water-
operated stone-wheeled flour
mill meant to be pulled by horses
and oxen with their eyes covered
was especially built for the
Taring and the Lhasa military
camp prisoners. Tibetans held at
these two prisons were forced to
turn the millstone by pulling it.
It was thus that Tibetans were
forced to labour as if they were
beasts of burden and subjected
to unbearable hardships.

47

19594, F7E" A R4 X
KPR EABATL T2 T
& Bk A B, X Moa
BEEWEY . R SR
Mo fHAZ, Hratibm AN
HBAER AL TAE, ik
L& M 573 .



48



I geue § ¢ NRAFRA Gy
E\rlzz'aq'ﬁﬁ‘@'q%‘qnmm’qu'q‘
AI= @< Vg wA A Raa ER
FIAQUHIN RFFugrdx

GALAGRLANE )

In June 1959, Phurbu, a 24-year-
old man from Dzongkha,
who was formerly a soldier in
the Dhingri Regiment of the
Tibetan army, at that time a
transferred prisoner with a
Transferred Labourers’ Units,
was killed instantly when his
head was smashed and flattened
by a rock which tumbled on
him. This happened when he
was being forced to shovel earth
at the base of the Ngachen
Mountain where an electric
power station project was being

built.
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In June 1959, the Chinese
brought all the Rupons and
Gyapons of the Gha-Dhang
Regiment and all the Rupons
and Zhel-ngos of the Dhingri
Regiment of the erstwhile
Tibetan army before an
obligatory public meeting for
the purpose of being subjected
to struggle persecutions. The
Chinese tried to instigate all
the non-commissioned soldiers
of the former Tibetan army by
telling them that they should
conduct the struggle with
violence, given the amount of
persecution they had suffered
under their officers before. A
private named Rhig-rhig was
compelled to grab his erstwhile
senior officer in the Gha-Dhang
Regiment by his chest and head
and beat him so severely that he

killed him on the spot.
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On 15 November 1959, the
Chinese sent a group of around
one hundred Tibetans from the
Tsuglakhang (Lhasa’s Jokhang
Temple) to the Ngachen labour
camps where a large number of
Tibetans, including monks, had
been held ostensibly to educate
them. And they were made to
carry out explosions on the
Ngachen Mountain. But because
they did not have any experience
in such kind of labour, and due
to the dangerous environment of
the work, twenty people got hit
by flying rocks and died. Twelve
others ended up with broken
legs and injured torsos and
hence close to death. When the
Chinese overseer of the prison
camp workers was informed,
he dismissed it by saying, “It is
an honour to sacrifice one’s life
for the sake of the nation and
people. But you are not allowed
to tell others about their deaths.”
This was stated with a warning
to punish those who might
divulge the deaths.
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In 1959, a particularly cruel
trio of leader at a Chinese
labour camp, including Unit
Leader Fu Buzhang, Tezhao
Yuan, and interpreter Jampa
Choedak, drove the Tibetans
to continually work for twenty-
four hours at the Ngachen
hydro-electric power project. As
a result, monk Yeshe and many
others dropped dead with their
baskets still strapped to their
backs. During the course of the
cruelly-driven labour, Drepung
monk Akhu Lama, Drat
Drezur, Phukhang Chagdzoe,
Zhangpo She-nyen and Lama
Zhungleypa were among around
one hundred prisoners who died
due to sheer exhaustion. This
was in addition to the deaths
of about one hundred others
under falling debris of earth and
rocks from the mountain. About
three hundred other detainees
suffered serious injuries that
included broken arms and legs.
Not only that, two to three
trolley loads of prisoners who

had starved to death had to be

carted away each day.
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Chime was a native of Lhasa
and had been taken to China in
his childhood to be educated.
In 1959, he joined the PLA.
Nevertheless, driven by his sense
of shared race, he absconded
to the Tibetan resistence and
used his Chinese weapon to
fight alongside fellow Tibetans.
He finally got captured by the
Chinese forces and was sent to
undergo reform-through-labour.
Driven by the hardship of the
prison labour and the scarcity
of nourishment, he stole a
small amount of food from the
Chinese kitchen and devoured
it. Kelsang, a cadre of Tibetan
nationality, saw this and called
Chime a thief. Chime responded
by speaking about the equality
of nationalities. He said he
could not stand being bullied
by being ordered around and
so told Kelsang to “Go and eat
shit.” Because of that, later in the
evening Chime was subjected
to a torture session, including
a beating by the Chinese leader
and having with human faeces
stuffed into his mouth.
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In 1959, Ashang, the father of a
family at Sengge Tse in Sey area
of Tsang hid his old Tibetan gun
under a mattress as he feared that
the Chinese might otherwise
confiscate it. One day, while he
was away, Communist Chinese
soldiers entered his home and
demanded the surrender of the
gun. The woman of the house
told them that she did not know
where the gun had been kept
and therefore could not produce
it. The soldiers then searched the
home and found the gun under
the mattress. And they accused
her of having hidden the gun and
so kept making threats to subject
her to all sorts of brutality.
Unable to face this prospect, she
wrapped her baby in a piece of
clothe, put the bundle on the
mattress and committed suicide

by jumping into a nearby well.
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In 1959, officials of monasteries
in the Lhograg region, as well
as the rich, the elderly, and
ordinary inhibitants who were
relatively well off, were ordered
to attend an education function
on the new revolutionary
system. However, this turned
out to be only a pretext. The
Chinese put them all under
arrest as they were on their way,
and then instigated and guided
the evil and ignorant sections
of the public at places along
the route to subject them to a
series of struggle persecutions
and beatings. As a result of
numerous such brutal session,
nine people from Dho Dzong,
three from Seng Dzong, and
four from Lhakhang area were
killed during struggle sessions.
Among them, the mother of
Dragjun of Seng Dzong was
buried even while she was still
alive and breathing. Likewise,
Nyerpa (storekeeper) Jampa of
Dharzhi estate and Khamtrug
were thrown into a river while
still alive.
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In 1959, large crowds of people
from the Ngari region fled their
native places in order to avoid
being bullied and tortured by the
invading Communist Chinese.
The Chinese pursued them and
killed or maimed large numbers
of them. A section of them were
arrested and in 1960, one person
among them was brought to
Lhasa. There, with both of his
arms and legs shackled in iron
chains, he was made to stand on
a chair with a large rock placed
on his head and was forced to
remain like that without making
any movement. Below him
chilli pepper was kept burning.
Thus an innocent person was
subjected to all manner of brutal
interrogation and torture.
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At Shigatse Prison, in 1960,
Shelkarlingkar

Lobsang Jampa was accused

Latoe Lama
by the Communist Chinese of
having distributed protection
amulets to Tibetan soldiers
during the 1959 Uprising. As
punishment, he was stripped
stark naked and made to kneel
down on sharp crushed stones.
Two bricks were then placed
over each of his shoulders while
he was forced to keep both his
hands raised up, holding one
more brick in each. He was
interrogated like this for one
hour and then locked up in
a dark, solitary cell. This was
repeated three times.
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During the Tibetan Uprising
and  fighting against  the
Communist Chinese in the
Pelbar area in 1960, a Tibetan
lama leader named Lhathog
Tulku

captured and jailed. He was then

Legshey Dawa was

brutally interrogated through
torture beyond limits, which
included the use of bamboo/
slivers to pierce his fingers under
the nails.
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In 1960, hundred

Tibetan political prisoners were

several

brutally coerced to work so
hard in the Lhokha Samye area
in living conditions so abjectly
poor that they were forced to
eat worms and rats caught under
ground and birds. One day in
August that year, some of the
prisoners at this labour camp
were taken to a river bank to
carry goods from there. On their
way back, near the northern
gate of Utse Rigsum Lhakhang,
the prisoners came across the
remains of a carcass of a horse
that had been half eaten by dogs.
The prisoners at once rummaged
through the nearby trash heap
and used empty cans to pick and
eat flesh from the carcass. Some
of them chewed flesh straight
off the carcass. Chinese soldiers
driving them from behind beat
them in an attempt to make
them move on, but the prisoners
stolidly clung to the dead horse’s
remaining carcass.
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At Dam-nyen Town in 1960, as
a woman named Sonam set out
to herd her cattle she spotted an
airplane and told the townsfolk
that it must surely be from a
country that was coming to the
aid of Tibet. Upon hearing this
Communist Chinese accused
her of engaging in the scandalous
act of spreading a rumour and so
cut off her tongue.
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In January 1960, prisoners were
driven relentlessly to carry rocks
day and night for the installation
of equipment at the Ngachen
hydro-electric power project site.
One night there was an avalanche
of rocks and eight prisoners were
killed on the spot. Eight other
prisoners, including an eldetly
person named Chushul Genpo
Choephel, were so seriously
injured that they had to be taken
to hospital. After having their
legs or arms amputated, they
were still brought back to the
prison to be incarcerated.
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Over a period of time from
1960, each main unit of Tibetan
labourers at the Sangyip Prison
in Lhasa were required to rear
about 700 pigs to provide
meat for the Chinese officials.
Every summer and autumn
each labourer was required to
fuflil a quota of providing five
hundred gyama (or 250 kg) of
straw and other fodder for pigs
and one thousand five hundred
gyama (or 750 kg) of straw and
other fodder for horses. As a
result, they had to work even
on Sundays and after-hours to
continue their own farm work to
fulfil these quotas. Not a sliver of

pork was given to the labourers.
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In 1961, during the period of
carrying out a campaign called
‘Increase Production, Cut on
Expenses’ which was initiated
by Chairman Mao Zedong,
Tibetans were told that if
everyone gave up one grain
of rice from his meal, enough
would be saved in the end to fill
a truck. Under this slogan the
living conditions of the populace
kept deteriorating with each
passing day. The situation came
to such a depth of tragedy that
people were reduced to eating
tea leaves that had been strained
and discarded, wild plants, and
even rats, earthworms, and so
on for their survival. As a result
so many prisoners died from
starvation with the result that
when their clothes were piled

together, they formed a hillock.
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In the prison at Shang Namling
Dzong in 1961, a woman
named Donla was accused of
having links with “reactionaries”;
on that pretext Communist
Chinese officials pierced her
vagina with the hook of a fishing
line and kept pulling it as they
interrogated her brutally. There
was no end to her extreme pain

and bleeding.
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At Palding on the outskirts of
Lhasa, in 1961, very large metal
ploughshares were yoked to the
shoulders of prisoners and they
were forced to pull them to
plough the land without any rest.
As a result of the torture, which
was inflicted as if the prisoners
were animals, there were deaths
due to sheer exhaustion while
others ended with bloody sores,
pus, broken blisters and so on.

81

19614F, FEHIEE T E e Hh
X, o AN 2 A
—FEmiaf AL L, A
RE, A ANEE R, &
AN T AT 324
TR & AE— R ST
*E.






FA gevy AXGRATREE IV
aﬁx'ﬁq 33@:’] g’&%} 53'
TaraRg g AT AR N3 &
AR FEN RRRRER AHR A
3] NIRRT QRN IR
RRArYE| IBRYIERS| <
TR FIRYFY
Rawgxa] YR YFURAN

Rg@a) YRR YNY
aq'qam'a'q§q'qﬁq'ﬁx'w§w
9T

In 1961, about 600 Tibetans
were arrested and imprisoned
from Gaden  Choekhor,
Namling, Gyatso, = Woyug
and other places and the local
inhibitants were  compelled
to subject them to struggle
torture. Seven of them -Deshar
Damdul, Palden,

Nyertsang Chagzoe, the Bashi

Lingshar

servant Serdrog, Ganden monk
Tsultrim Tharpa, Tagna monk
Tsultrim Rinchen, and a Tagna
Gonpa Tulku — were all buried

alive.
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Pha Dortje of Lamo Nyerpa-
nub in Tagtse Dzong was a
veterinarian skilled in treating
horses. Because of that, in 1961,
he was ordered by Communist
Chinese to serve the masses
and to assigned to administer
horses. In 1966, he was accused
of having caused the loss of
many horses and mules and of
having given medicines meant
for treating animals to humans,
and so he was subjected to many
days of torture through mass
struggle sessions. At the end,
Dorje had both his hands tied
and a rope lassoed round his
neck and tethered to a horse. A
Chinese cadre then galloped the
horse to keep dragging Dortje up
and down, thereby killing him in
great agony.

85

FEIBHEAT M 2R B
S, IR Al N R
W25, a4 2 % 5o B
HHIKED . 19664,

4R 77 M3 AR £ 98 B O
o, mH, TR NG,
LA A il R Al AT b=
B, e TE LT,
kgAY R, ANFEAN
AR AR, A

/E\Ao






FA gevy ARG TRAYE
Ew'gm‘q@qw@m@q'mm'@ﬁ'
SRR E FRGRAX| FRAXY’
i]ﬁ'q'a@%R'qm'qﬁﬂ'ﬁgﬁ'@“
ﬁ'qnfm'@u'qqﬁﬁ] ABNE
qqqm’qgmgmqwﬁ'qqm'aq'
NI Y RRGR AT WAX’
RAHFRR] FFATY
ﬁ“"aq"ﬁ'éﬁ'ﬁqm'ﬁ'q'Q5ﬁ'q'
ax)  anXangguENgRe
:Qaﬁaq@’iqﬁﬁq‘”mg§
A CALEL L LR B
RATRERATS A4
SRR ARCL T
A¥NJ5 QN YN FR A A
TR TR =GR ]

In 1961, in what was called
the ‘“Transferred  Workers’
Unit of the Drapchi Prison
in Lhasa, Bodhong Ganchen
Tashi suffered from a bout of
excruciating pain after sweating
and suffering chills as a result
of having been driven to hard
labour at the prison camp. A
Chinese doctor named Liu
examined him and diagonised
a gastric perforation in his
stomach and so carried out
immediate surgery on him.
About two inches of a section
in his stomach was removed.
However, when assistant doctors
and nurses scrutinized the flesh,
there was neither a hole nor
even a hint of ulcer action. Even
the assistant doctors showed
astonishment over what had
been done to the patient; but
they did not dare to voice any
criticism. Ganchen Tashi died
that night. This was a case of a
Tibetan having been operated
on even though no surgery was
needed, with no concern for the
patient’s survival,
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In June 1965, sixty prison
workers from Shigatse in Tsang
were taken in trucks to Kongpo
region for the purpose of starting
a new agricultural commune
there. Even though both the
road and the motor vehicles
were obviously unsuitable for
ensuring the safety of the prison
workers, the trip went ahead
without any concern for the
life and well-being Tibetans.
As the trucks passed through
a narrow gorge at a place called
Sherongsher , one truck tumbled
down a precipice, injuring many
people. Ngawang Gyaltsen
of Gyantse, a Gyapon in the
Ga-Dhang Regiment of the
erstwhile Tibetan national army,
aged about 40, was killed. He
was a man greatly admired and
looked up to by everyone.
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In 1965, a prisoner named
Tsigula was interned in a pit
about three metres deep and two
metres wide at the Powo Tramo
labour camp. He was thereby
tortured with great cruelty and
left completely cut off from
sunlight; food was passed down
to him by rope through an
opening made on the roof of his

underground dungeon.
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In 1966, Choezin Rigzin, a
father and his wife who were
residents at the Garushar
Building in Lhasa, were accused
of having been entrusted a gun
for savekeeping by one Trichung
of Ratoe. Because of relentless
harassment and threats, it
became impossible for them
to endure the mental torture,
As a result, save for a son who
was at school at the time, both
parents as well as their three
other  children  committed
suicide by jumping into the river
from the Drungchi Lingkha
embankment. The youngest
child clung to his father’s neck
and was seen to have survived.
Townspeople at downstream
Norbulingkha heard and saw
the child crying and hauled out.
That child is said to be alive to

this day.
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In 1968, Communist Chinese
carried out repeated investiga-
tions after discovering the ex-
istence of a secret, widespread
underground group committed
to staging an uprising against
China at the Powo Tramo la-
bour camp. In order to ensure
the secrecy of the identities of
the group, nine Tibetan martyrs,
led by Bumthang Palden, who
were assigned to the Gushang
clay tile prison factory, commit-
ted suicide by jumping into the
nearby turbulent river one after

another.
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In 1968, during the decade of
the Cultural Revolution, Lhasa
resident Pomda Topgyal was
forced to wear the costumes and
the mask of the Sakya Bagmo
after they were discovered at
his home during a search. With
his hands tied with a rope,
and a dunce’s hat on his head,
Pomda Topgyal was subjected
to struggle persecution at the
Sungchoe Rawa ground and
later paraded through the
Barkhor streets.
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On 15 October 1969, a group
of youths were arrested after
they had initiated a Tibetan
independence
Lhasa.

planning to escape to India, the

campaign  in

Accusing them of

Communist Chinese executed
nine of them including Tsering
Dotje aged 18, Lobsang Tenzin
aged 21, Sonam Tobjor aged 22,
Choegyal Dotje, Jigme Tseten
and Ngawang Nyendag. They
were taken to Powo Lingkha
ground where their family
members and relatives, as well as
the ordinary citizens of Lhasa,
were forced to assemble and the
sentences of their executions

announced.
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Lachag Tseshon of Lhasa was
the chief of the palanquin bearers
for His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and had been arrested by
Communist Chinese in 1959. In
1969, PLA cadre Shawu Dorje
shot him to death.
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In 1970, Mhari Samdup led a
Tibetan uprising group in the
Khyungpo Tengchen area and
broke open the PLA armoury
there to capture the stored arms.
In the ensuing fighting, the
Tibetans lost and most of them
were killed. Mhari Samdup and
others were captured and taken
back and forth to Tengchen
Dzong and Trito to be subjected
to numerous spells of mass
struggle persecution. Finally,
Samdup had his ears, nose and
other external organs cut off
one after another. After being
stabbed in every part of his body
he finally died. Sixty-one other
Tibetans were executed before a
forced assembly of Tibetans.
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A campaign to do a roundup of
the works carried out during the
Cultural Revolution was initiated
on 5 May 1970. All the prisoners
and transferred prison workers at
Unit No. 2 of the Powo Tramo
labour camp were brought to the
Zungna labour camp. Chinese
troops  carrying arms  took
positions on the hills and valleys all
around the locations. Tulku Akar
of Dege Banchen; Tashi Tsering
of Kereghong; Beri youngster
Dadrag; Shodobharey Dingpon
Sichoe; monk Sipa Achung of Gojo
Doden Gonpa; Ngawang Samten
of Dzogang; Ngulchugyue Tashi
Wanggyal; Bhu A-nyog of Minling
Dzong; Bhu Jamyang Dotje of
Chamdo Ngomo; Thubten Tsering
of Pelbar; Trinley of Pelbar;
Lhagya of Gojo; Ngoedrokay
Pasang — a total of 13 people — were
brought before the meeting, They
all had their hands tightly bound
behind their backs. A wooden
board on their backs read “For
Execution”. They were made to face
the assembled masses and their
fictitious crimes were read out.
Then they were trucked to a ground
where each was made to stand
before a pit that had been already
been dug. The thirteen heroic
Tibetans were then shot dead.
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Unable to endure the experience
of the mass execution of 5 May
1970, Atri of Markham escaped
from his labour camp. Chinese
cadres set out in pursuit of him
and shot him dead. Having done
so, they cut off his head, staked
it to a wooden pole, and placed
it in front of the prisoners. “This
will be the destiny of those who
may be planning to escape,” the
Chinese cadres announced. All
the seven units in the labour
camp were thereby terrorized
into total submission.
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During the course of carrying
out prison labour in the autumn
of 1970, Donam of Zachukha
and Ruhay Soepa were executed
at the Zungna labour camp.
Ngentrey Namlha and Dragyab
Wangdak were executed at
Chudo. Monk Dhunglha of
Rongpo Rabten Gonpa and
Derge Soegyal, being unable to
endure the horror of their brutal
ill-treatment, committed suicide
by jumping into a well.
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At Drapchi Prison in Lhasa,
prisoners who had already
completed their jail terms from
the 1960s to the 1980s were
forcibly kept back and placed
in a separate section called
Transferred Workers Unit (also
called Wage Workers' Unit).
Most of the workers at this
unit earned around 20 yuan as
wages per month. This amount
was only just enough to buy
the cheapest possible items of
food. The inclusion of nutritious
items like meat, butter, and so on
was entirely out of the question.
Buying clothes was impossible
on such a wage. As a result, all
the workers at the labour camp
wore the same items of clothes
daily that had patches upon
patches. The work they were
assigned was the heaviest and
the most difficult, as well as the
dirtiest kinds. The question of
human rights was entirely out of
the picture.
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The year was 1971. Lobsang,
the father of an impoverished
household in Namling Township
of Maldrogungkar County, who
used to look after a river-water
operated flour mill, had already
been arrested by the Communist
Chinese. And they were now
accusing his wife, Sichoe, of
having stolen tsampa (barley
flour). She denied it, but the
Chinese refused to believe her
and threatened to subject her to
all sorts of violent punishments.
Terrified by the prospect of
Sichoe
suicide by jumping into a well.
The Chinese fished out her body

and placed it in front of a mass

brutality, committed

meeting assembled by them.
They then forced her children to
dishonour her corpse by means
of a struggle session. The masses
at the compulsory meeting were
given a stern order not to exhibit
any kind of sorrow over what
was taking place.
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In 1978, a Nagchu born 27
year-old woman named Ashel,
in the Women’s Unit of Sangyip
Prison in Lhasa, was claimed
to have committed suicide by
jumping into a river. Likewise,
a monk from Maldrogungkar
who was a first ranked Geshe
Lharampa degree holder from
Ganden Jangtse Monastery was
also alleged to have committed
suicide. However, the reality was
that they were both murdered
secretly. Such kinds of vicious
actions took place after the
arrests of the Gang of Four in

Beijing.
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At the Transferred Labourers’
Unit in Kongpo, between
1977 and 1979 a number of
inmates were punished because
the Chinese were angered by
them speaking up on issues
concerning religious freedom,
living conditions and listening
in to foreign radio broadcasts.
The Chinese reprisals drove
Tobden of Dromo, monk
Lobsang Samten of Zhide
Monastery, Rigzin Wangyal of
Shelkar, Konchog Tsultrim of
Toelung and an old man from
Gyantse to commit suicide.
Ngodup from Gyantse sought
permission to visit his wife who
was living abroad. For having
done so, he was accused of being
a failure of thought reform
and was subjected to repeated
interrogations. The persecution
frightened him so much that it
drove him to commit suicide,
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